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Fellow Koreans, 


I wish every one of you a happy New Year.


Today, I would like to report to you on the direction for the Government in running state affairs and its key policies. 


As acting President since December 9 last year, I have been putting all my energy into fulfilling the heavy duty entrusted to me, as have all the public officials.

I am grateful to you all for putting your confidence in the Government and remaining cooperative, making it possible for us to administer state affairs unwaveringly over the past 40 days despite crises inside and outside the country.


Fellow citizens, 


Even though we look forward with hope to the New Year, the situation facing us is not easy to deal with.


There is a pile of tasks that require urgent responses, including the North Korean nuclear threat, other volatile international situations, the uncertainty in the global economy, slumping domestic demand and job shortages as well as a low birth rate and the aging of the population. 


The entire Cabinet is working on state affairs with extraordinary determination in order to generate the momentum to wisely overcome this complex crisis situation and take a new step forward.


Notably, briefings by ministries and agencies on their undertakings for the year were all completed by January 11, way earlier than previous years, and efforts are being stepped up to put them into action immediately.


I will take a more humble attitude and listen intently to the voices of the people. I will do what I can to the best of my ability to carry out policies demanded by the public so that they can be readily perceived by the people.


Fellow Koreans,


The administrative goals that the Government intends to place top priority on this year are maintaining solid national security, revitalizing the economy, securing future growth engines, stabilizing day-to-day living and ensuring public safety.


First, the Government will firmly protect national security under all circumstances.


On the strength of our robust security capabilities and the Korea-U.S. combined defense system, North Korea will be deterred from carrying out provocations. The formidable defense posture will be further bolstered so that in the event that any provocation is carried out by the North, it can be met with a decisive response. 


The framework of all-directional sanctions against North Korea, which has been forged through Korea-U.S. coordination and close cooperation with the international community, will continue to drive efforts to denuclearize the North. 


The Government will also fully brace itself for possible terror attacks, including cyber attacks, by North Korea targeting all areas of the South. 


The Government will proactively and strategically address changes in foreign affairs and the security environment on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia. It will also continue to promote stable relations with neighboring countries and exchanges and cooperation with the international community, helping upgrade the nations’ sovereign rating. 


The Government is providing active support for further entry into overseas markets by holding phone consultations with the heads of state and government of major economic partners.  


Moreover, the Government has been garnering recognition and support from friendly countries about Korea’s stable state affairs and consistent foreign and security policies with the help of meetings with key ambassadors in Korea. 


Two days ago, the Trump Administration was launched in the United States. The Government will pursue policy coordination in earnest as scheduled to advance the Korea-U.S. alliance, address the North Korean nuclear issue and enhance economic and trade ties.


Second, the Government will create a breakthrough of hope in the economy.


Together with the economic team led by the deputy prime minister for economic affairs, I will actively cope with such tasks as managing risks, stabilizing prices and reviving exports and growth as well as boosting domestic demand.


An around-the-clock emergency economic response system has been put in place to closely monitor the markets of finance and the real economy. It has been decided that this year’s budget spending, too, will be front-loaded as much as possible.


For my part, I am working hard to inspire economic players, including business leaders, to take on challenges so that the people will be able to regain confidence in the revitalization of the economy. I am also endeavoring to instill hopes in many parts of society.


Even though the economy is now in a downturn, I will try to find paths toward hope. Those paths are open in all directions.


They include a broad path toward overseas markets, a new path created by starting new businesses, a deregulatory path that can break through blockages and a future path that takes advantage of science and technology as well as ICT, in which Korea has strength.


The first path is broad. Let me speak about entry into overseas markets.


Every means available will be mobilized from the Government and the private sector so that exports and overseas markets will play the role of the locomotive for an economic turnaround. 


For each major foreign investment project and for the endeavors of domestic businesses to win contracts for mega projects, the Government will set up a joint private-government task force composed of officials from public organizations and financial institutions as well as on-site professionals to provide systematic assistance.   


The Government will concentrate its diplomatic efforts on providing support for those seeking orders for overseas infrastructure projects by dispatching regional economic cooperation ambassadors to major overseas infrastructure markets such as Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. Ministers and vice-ministers concerned will also visit related countries as part of efforts to render assistance. 


The Government will make its best efforts to help increase exports of small and medium-sized enterprises and middle-market businesses and nurture new key export items as well as expand and utilize FTAs. 


Concerning the second path, which is being newly opened, I am going to explain how to promote the establishment of new businesses. 


I am deeply concerned about the youth employment issue. During a meeting with about 170 young people yesterday, I had heart-to-heart talks on issues ranging from employment and starting a business to marriage. 


They pleaded with me to substantially expand job opportunities and added that there was even a newly coined term, Homo Interns, which describes young people who are forced to accept repeated internships.


The Government will take the lead in increasing jobs in the public sector and provide enhanced support for the expansion of investments and employment by businesses. The Government will ensure the further promotion of startup and venture booms, thereby breathing new life into the economy. 


By enhancing support and financing for R&D by new businesses and helping them find new markets as well as holding a monthly meeting to take stock of what has been done to invigorate the establishment of new businesses, the Government will strive to make sure that efforts to start a new business come to fruition.


The third path is about finding a breakthrough with bold regulatory innovations. The Government will further spur regulatory reforms for the revitalization of the economy.


To ensure that SMEs, an important pillar of the economy conducive to stabilizing everyday life, and small business owners do not face difficulties because of regulations, the Government will redouble its efforts to identify lingering regulations and swiftly tackle them. The Government will resolutely get rid of regulations standing in the way of nurturing new industries in line with the Fourth Industrial Revolution, starting a business, expanding exports and enhancing domestic demand.


The fourth road is multidirectional; it is a path to the future created by science and technology, including information and communications technology. Our country excels in science and technology and particularly in ICT, from which we will strive to find a breakthrough to reinvigorate the economy. New products and services, which combine creative ideas with new technologies, will serve as future growth engines, and the implementation of the strategy to pioneer new markets will be accelerated. 


Third, the Government will redouble its efforts to stabilize the everyday life of the people. 


Making continued endeavors to eliminate blind spots in welfare, it will also supplement the welfare system to make it more tightly knitted so that practical welfare benefits can reach those in dire need of them. By turning community centers into welfare hubs in each eup, myeon and dong district, the places closest to daily life, and by enhancing their functions, the Government will help them serve as the guardians of the public. 


Concerning the recent hikes in grocery prices, which are more acutely felt by ordinary people, the Government has actively responded by monitoring through a daily checkup system and by expanding the supply of goods kept in reserve to ensure that such increases in prices do not weigh heavily on family budgets. 


When the economy is in bad shape, the life of the economically weak such as low-income families and micro business owners becomes all the tougher. Therefore, the Government will pay more attention to them and make sure that their conditions are fully considered.  


The Government will expand support for low-income families and also increase emergency welfare assistance for families in crisis, who are experiencing temporary trouble. It will pay more attention to identifying and protecting marginalized people in our society, including senior citizens living alone and children in crisis. 


During my visit to the Korea Workers’ Compensation and Welfare Service last week, I asked related officials to rigorously carry out measures concerning overdue wages. Unlawful practices that threaten workers in need will never be tolerated. 


Fourth, the Government will do all it can to guarantee public safety. 


Setting public safety as a key task in the administration of state affairs, the Government has placed a priority on examining safety measures and supplementing them through the private-public joint meetings on public safety and the ministers’ meetings on law, order and safety. It has so far strengthened measures in three areas, including living safety, facility safety and industrial safety, which have a direct bearing on everyday life. 


In addition, the Government has concentrated its efforts on eradicating four social evils that threaten living safety, including sexual violence, domestic violence, school violence and substandard food, as well as violations of traffic order. In order to check whether these measures are put into practice properly in the field, I constantly visited firehouses, police stations and coast-guard vessels and inspected them. 


Among other things, in my capacity as acting President, I first made an instruction to root out crimes infringing upon people’s everyday lives; enhanced efforts have so far been made to prevent crimes against women and other citizens and to build safe towns and ensure traffic order. 


At the end of last year and the beginning of this year, special policies to strengthen public order and security were enforced, which resulted in a year-on-year drop in drunk driving deaths by 58 percent, robbery by 28 percent and burglary by 8 percent. Nevertheless, it is sad that accidents continue to occur. From now on as well, the Government will secure public safety by reinforcing the public safety management system and carrying out preemptive site inspections and complementary measures as well as by thoroughly maintaining public order and security. 

In relation to that, I will now discuss the issue of avian influenza. First of all, with the outbreak and spread of avian influenza, many livestock farmers suffered a great deal. As the person in charge of national affairs, I am very sorry.   


In order to end the avian flu epidemic, the private and public sectors and the military have made all-out efforts so far. In addition, the Government held daily inspection meetings participated in by field specialists and related professionals. Now the avian flu epidemic is somewhat subsiding, but the Government will stay vigilant until it has completely come to an end. And it will make sure that swift compensation and support will be provided to livestock farmers who suffered losses.  Moreover, the Government will thoroughly close the loopholes that surfaced this time by upgrading regulations to make sure that it is not repeated annually. 


In addition, the Government will closely administer pending issues concerning the THAAD deployment by the U.S. Armed Forces in Korea, the victims of Japanese-military sexual slavery and history textbooks, among other things.  

Fellow Koreans, 


To overcome the national crisis we now face, more than anything else, grand unity of the people is essential. Due to the series of recent events, public opinion is divided and social conflicts are growing, and there is even a phenomenon of growing enmity, jealousy and hostility among the people. 


I feel deeply responsible for the situation, and again, I apologize to the public. 


However, for Korea to develop further into a mature democratic society, extreme confrontation caused by differences of opinion and dichotomous thinking should be avoided. Based on respect for the spirit and value of the Constitution, we need to make efforts to accept diversity and seek harmony and balance. Beginning with myself, I will do my best to seek harmony and solidarity among the public through a wide range of dialogues with people from all walks of life. 


I will actively communicate with the National Assembly and the ruling and opposition parties through various channels. If the ruling and the opposition parties and the Government put their heads together and combine their wisdom, I believe that we will be able to wisely solve the pending national issues. Thus, I propose again that a high-level meeting of the heads of parties, which the political circle has called for, be held as soon as possible. 


I expect that heart-to-heart discussions at such a meeting about pending national issues, including economic recovery and the stabilization of the lives of ordinary people, will be able to give the people hope.

I will now make an earnest request to business leaders. I am aware that you are in a very difficult situation both at home and abroad. There were occasions when the Government placed burdens on you. I feel much regret that the Government has not been able to provide you with more support and encouragement. 


Nevertheless, economic circumstances, including the level of unemployment, are very serious. Therefore, I earnestly urge business leaders, who are the driving forces of the economy, to play pioneering roles in job creation and economic recovery through bold expansion of investment and innovation. The Government, for its part, will fully support you in your economic activities.


Fellow Koreans,


As acting President, I feel a great burden in carrying out my duties under these severe circumstances. I am very worried that our country might be lagging behind while countries around the world are running toward the future. However, I believe in the potential of the people. I am certain that we will be able to overcome the current crisis. 


The Government will also endeavor without faltering. I will be the first to make the utmost efforts.


Thank you very much. 
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